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DETAILED ACTION 
Allowable Subject Matter 

The indicated allowability of claims 2-5, 8-11, 15, and 17-21 is withdrawn 
in view of the newly discovered reference(s) to Tamai et al. (US 5902350A). 
Rejections based on the newly cited reference(s) follow. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another 
filed in the United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an 
international application by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), 
and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

Claims 1-12, and 14-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 (b) as being 
anticipated by Tamai et al. (US 5902350A). 

Regarding claim 1 , Tamai et al. directs to a system/method for presenting 
lanes with a road database (see figure 7, map database 306) comprising: storing 
in the database data representation of physical road lanes (figure 7, map 
database 306 stores road data including attribute data, positional data, etc; figure 
2a shows a segment of road retrieved from said database); and associating with 
each data respresentation of a physical road data indicating start and end points 
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of the represented physical road lane (figures 2a, 2b, 3a, 3b, 4a, 4b shows 
segment of data including start and end point; and data indicating what linearly 
extending physical features are adjacent to and extend along the represented 
physical road lane on a right side and a left side (figure 2a, 2b, and associated 
text in column 2, lines 41-65, the left turn lane 30 is a linearly feature adjacent to 
the road 24; figure 9, the right turn lane 66 is adjacent to the main road 62). 

As to claim 2, Tamai et al. shows in figure 2a that the left turn lane (30) 
located adjacent the road (24) and that the left turn lane can be entered by a lane 
change from the road (24). 

As to claim 3, Tamai et al. also shows in figure 4a that the road adjacent 
to the road (52), which is the road (54) can not be entered by a lane change from 
the road (52) except for a U-turn. 

As to claim 4, Tamai et al. shows that the left turn lane (30) adjacent to 
and extend along the road (24) that is less than full width and that becomes a 
physical road lane of full width immediately ahead in a direction of travel of the 
physical road lane (figure 2a, the left turn lane (30) becomes a full width 
immediately ahead in a direction of travel but it ends at the intersection with the 
road 26). 

As to claim 5, Tamai et al. teaches that the left turn lane (30) ends entirely 
immediately ahead in a direction of travel of the left turn lane (30) (see figures 2a 
and 4a). 

As to claim 6, Tamai et al. shows a shoulder located adjacent to the road 
(62) (figure 11a). 
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As to claim 7, the left turn lane (30) shown in figure (2a) is a drivable 
surface located adjacent to the road (24). 

As to claim 8, there is shown in figure 3a the median (44) is a no drivable 
surface located adjacent to the road (38). 

As to claims 9 and 1 1 , the left lane shows in figure 2a represents a 
sublane of road lane (24), wherein said sublane includes start and end points 
which are relative to an end of the road (24). 

As to claim 10, Tamai teaches a left turn lane and a right turn lane each 
includes data indicating start and end points (figure 2a includes a left turn lane, 
and figure 11a includes a right turn lane). 

As to claims 12 and 14, figure 2a clearly shows the left turn lane (30) 
indicating a geometry of the road (24), wherein the geometry is represented 
using a spline. 

As to claim 15, as set forth in column 5, lines 46-52, the data that 
represents physical road lane comprises a reference to at least one data entity 
used for navigation-related purposes that represents the road segment of which 
the physical road lane is a part. 

As to claim 16, figure 2a shows the road with full width and the left turn 
lane is less than full width. 

Regarding claims 17-21, Tamai et al. directs to a system/method for 
presenting lanes with a road database (see figure 7, map database 306) 
comprising: storing in the database data representation of physical road lanes 
(figure 7, map database 306 stores road data including attribute data, positional 
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data, etc; figure 2a shows a segment of road retrieved from said database); and 
associating with each data respresentation of a physical road data indicating start 
and end points of the represented physical road lane (figures 2a, 2b, 3a, 3b, 4a, 
4b shows segment of data including start and end point; and data indicating what 
linearly extending physical features are adjacent to and extend along the 
represented physical road lane on a right side and a left side (figure 2a, 2b, and 
associated text in column 2, lines 41-65, the left turn lane 30 is a linearly feature 
adjacent to the road 24; figure 9, the right turn lane 66 is adjacent to the main 
road 62). 

Response to Amendment 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-21 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusions 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Tuan C To whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-6985. The examiner can normally be reached on from 8:00AM to 5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Jack Keith can be reached on 571-272-6878. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
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PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 

Patent Examiner, 




Tuan C To 



April 10, 2007 



